CHARGE 
DELIVERED TO THE 


GRAND JURY, 


1 
SESSIONS of che PEACE It 


HELD FOR THE it 
City and LIIERTY of Weftminſeer, 1 


On Medneſday the 16th of Oftober, 1754. 0 
LBy THOMAS LEDIARD, Eſq; 


CHAIRMAN of the ſaid Szss1oNns. 1 
TO WHICH 1S ADDED, „ 


be Preſentment of the Grand Jury of the Philo- 
Wophical Works of thelate Right Honourable Henry 
* John, Lord Viſcount Bolingbroke. 
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PUBLISHED 


| Order of the Court, and at the unanimous 
tequeſt of the Gentlemen of the GRAND Jury. 
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inted for T. Payne, at the Mews-Gate, in 
Caftle-ftreet, 1754. : 
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Waſiminſr in Four Lord the King, holden at the Tows 


the County 
Middizſex. 


N = the gereral Quarter Seſſions of the Pence 


Court- Houſe, near Weſtminſter-Hall, is 
aud for the Liberty of the Dean and Chap- 


ter of the Collegiate Church of & Peter, 


' Weſtminſter, is the County of Middle- 


ſex, and St Martin le Grand, London, 
on Wedneſday the 16th Day of October, 


in the 28th Year of the Reign of our Sve. 
reign Lord George the Second, King of 


Great-Britain, Sc. before Thomas Ledi - 


ard, Eq; Thomas Smith, Henry Cheere, 


Thomas Bennett, William Walmeſley, 


Joſeph St Laurence, John Machin, 
William Young, George Payne, Jacob 
Harvey, Charles Carkeſſe, Richard Man- 
ley, Francis Bedwell, E/quires, and others 
their fellow-Tuftites of our ſaid Lord the 
King, aſſigned to keep the Peace in the ſaid 
Liberty, and alſo to bear and determine 
divers Felonies, Treſpaſſes, and other Miſ- 


deeds dome and commilted within the ſaid 
Liberty : 


T is unanimouſly agreed and ordered by 
this Court, that the Thanks of this Court 


, and the ſame are hereby given to Thomas 
Lediard, Eſq; the Chairman of this Seſſions, for 
his excellent, judicious and inſtructive Charge 


this 


this Day given to the Grand jury, impannelled 


and ſworn to inquire for our Sovereign Lord 
the King, for the Body of this City and Li- 
berty of Weſtminſter, and to the Jury of Con- 
ſtables for the ſaid City and Liberty. And 
he is deſired by this Court, to cauſe his ſaid 
Charge to be printed and publiſhed for the 
general Benefit and Iuſtruction, as well of 
the Peace Officers of the ſaid City and Liber- 
ty, as others His Majeſty's Subjects. 


By the Court, 


FORBES. 


SS {4s 


Meſiminſter, Oftober 16, 1754. 


E the Grand Jury of the City and 
Liberty of Weftminſter, unanimoul- 
ly are of Opinion, that our Foreman do in our 


Names return Thanks to Thomas Lediard, 


Eſq; Chairman of the worſhipful Bench of 
Juſtices, for his moſt excellent Charge deliver. 
ed unto us this Day in Court, at the Quar. 
ter Seſſions for the ſaid City and Liberty; and 


moſt humbly requeſt him to print the ſame 
for the Good of the Public. 


P. L. Perrin, John Edmonſon, 
Richard Ford, William Wray, 
John Bateman, Andrew Regnier, 
Peter Hemet, William Cripps, 
Tho. Ludford, Thomas Payne, 
Will. Guthrie, Da. Adamſon, 

J. Atkinſon, Wm Alex. Dodd. 
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C H AR G E, Oe. 


GENTLEMEN of the Grand Jury, 


A M not without a Senſe of my 
Wi. own Inabilities on this Occaſion 5 
or of your Integrity and Under- 
landing; J entertain an Opinion 
| of both theſe, which would repreſent it to me 
as needleſs to diftate to You. 


IT would ill become me to adviſe ſo many, 

and among thoſe, ſome who have already 

. gone thro' the Duties of this important Of- 
= fice, with Honour to themſelves and Advan- 
tage to the Public: An Offer of Admonition 
from me to ſuch Perſons, I am very conſci- 

ous, would, in my private Capacity, appear at 

once weak and aſſuming ; but the Place I have 

B the 
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the Honour to fill at preſent, requires it of 
me, and you will therefore pleaſe to indulge _ 
me. | 


WeExr I the greateſt Orator that ever ſpoke, 
I ſhould think this, above all others, the Oc- 
caſion which would moſt demand the Pow- 
ers of Eloguence; and I ſhould judge a 
Charge, Gentlemen, delivered to You, the no- 
bleſt and the worthieſt Offering in my Power ; 
the wworthieft of me to addreſs to you, and of 
you to accept: And tho' I have no Claim to 
that Character, I ſhall think myſelf till to 
have acted an wſeful Part; if I may be fo 
happy to explain to you, by the Encourage- 
ment of what Things, and by the Puniſh- 
ment of what others; you may give Peace 
to this happy and flouriſhing Cty. 


I am ſenſible, Gentlemen, it has been uſual 
on theſe Occaſions, to declaim upon the Na- 
ture, Dignity, Importance and Antiquity of 
this Office; but theſe are Things of which 
yourſelves are as perfectly informed as I am. 
You know that it is the moſt eſſential to the 
public Peace of all Civil Employments, that 
it is as honourable as the beſt Government ever 

formed 
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formed by Man (for that may certainly be 
ſaid of ours) can gfabliſb it; as important as 
Society itſelf, and as ancient as our Con- 
ſtitution. 


I am ſenſible that upon zheſe, and ſome 
few ſuch general Topicks, has been uſed to 
turn all that is delivered from this Chair; 
and for that Reaſon, one Charge having been 
much the ſame with another, all have been 
diſregarded. 


As little Opinion as I have of myſelf in 
Oratory, J will preſume to ſay, that I ſhall 
yield to no Man in my good Wiſhes for the 
Public. I ſhall therefore endeavour to throw 


the preſent Addreſs to you in ſome Degree 


into a new Channel, that it may not be 


like too many others, a Speech of Form, but 


”  wſeful. 


GENERAL Truths are familiar, but to 
be turned to Benefit, they are to be particu- 


larized and appropriated. A large Stream 
may run to Waſte, but a little Branch from 
it employed to the Purpoſes of Life, may en- 
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rich a Country. Thoſe general Maxims are 
imprinted on your Minds already; it ſhall be 
my Endeavour to point out to you every par- 
ticular Occaſion, that may fall under the 
Cognizance of your Office, in which they 
will be made the Safeguards and the Orna- 
ments of Life. 


Ox You, Gentlemen, in a great Meaſure, 
depends, in this large and opulent City and 
Liberty, the putting the Britiſh Laws in Ex- 
ecution. The general Voice will own, that 
thoſe Laws are the beſt that human Wiſdom 
ever framed, but 1t will add, they are the 
worſt executed. 


OTHERS have extolled their Purpoſe : 
You, Gentlemen, can vindicate their Execu- 
tion. You can, in this, wipe off the National 
Reproach ; You can, and I doubt not but you 


will /hew, that thoſe who are entruſted with 3 


the Care of executing the Laws here, have 


as much Spirit, as they who made them had 
Wiſdom. | 


ADv1$ING others, one may be uſeful to one 
Perſon, or one Family ; but, Gentlemen, the 


pointing 


E 

pointing out to your Notice the Faults and 
Vices which are within your Power to bring 
to Puniſhment, is providing for the better 
Safety, and more honourable Government, 
of one of the ancienteſt and greateſt Cities 
in this Kingdom, and will ſet an Example to 
all others. 


Tux Subject of your Inquiry is as exten- 
ſive as that Body of Laws by which we are 
ſo happily governed. Under your Cognizance 
fall, whatſoever Crimes, Offences or Miſde- 
meanours may be committed in this City 
and Liberty; and upon your Neglect or Ob- 
ſervance depends ſolely their eſcaping or their 
being brought to public Notice, and the Au- 
thors, Committers and Abettors of them to 
Puniſhment, 


To You, Gentlemen, his ſacred MajzsTy 
commits (ſo far as your Influence reacheth 
over thoſe who may dare to conſpire to do 
him Hurt) his Perſon, Family and Govern- 
ment, To You the Subject (the Higheſt and 
the Humbleſt together) commits the Safe- 
guard of his Perſon, his Effects, and what is 
dearer, and deſerves to be more prized by 


an 


ö 


©. ©, 
an honeff Man, than all Things elſe, his Re- 
putation. | 


To You Religion commits her Cauſe, tha 
ſhe be preſerved ſacred ; to You Government” 
that it be undiſturbed by open or by ſecret 
Treaſons; to You Mankind, that they may 


be unmoleſted by the Vices of their Fellow- 
Creatures, 


A great Truſt, Gentlemen, and worthy a 
moſt conſiderate Regard; worthy of that Re- 
gard, which ſeveral here preſent, have for 
a Courſe of Years beſtowed upon it ; and 
which I hope the reſt will fee alſo as their 
Duty, from ſuch Examples. 


Ox You, Gentlemen, depends the bring- 
ing all Crimes to the Cognizance of this 
Court, which never fails, on your Repreſen- 
tation, to puniſh the Guilty in the moſt ex- 
emplary Manner, for Penalty and for Exam- 
ple; not arbitrarily, but according to the 
eſtabliſhed Laws of the Country: Thoſe 
Laws which are ſo excellently fitted for the 
extirpating Vice; but which can only be put 
in Execution by your Vigilance. 
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Ir is our Privilege as Britons (and it is an 
ineſtimable Benefit) to be governed by Laws 
of our own making. Ourſelves or thoſe we 
depute to repreſent us, conſtitute thoſe Laws; 


and to ourſelves is committed their Execu- 


tion. 


Tas Execution, ſo far as regards this 
City and Liberty, you are ſenſible by the 
Tenorof your Oath, Gentlemen, is now veſted 
in you. Iam aſſured you are ſenſible of the 
Importance of the general Tuſt; permit me 
to deſcend to thoſe Particulars, in the Enu- 
meration of which, Iapprehend will be found 
the Utzlity of every Charge. 


ALL Offences fall under your Cognizance 


from Treaſon to Treſhaſs. Offences againſt 


Go, againſt the King, his Vicegerent here, 
and againſt the meaneſt Subject, as well as 
the Higheſt, all become, according to your 
Oath, the Subjects of your —_— and Pre- 
ſentment. 


Or the Offences againſt Gop and Religi- 
on, Blaſphemy, whether in Diſcourſe, or in 
3 that 


1 
that more indecent and deſtructive Method 
in Writings, too frequent now, will demand 
your firſt Attention. 


GenTLEMEN, We believe that there is a 
Gor ; we believe that the Scriptures are his 
Word; that we are accountable to him for our 
Actions, and that we ſhall receive Rewardsand 
Puniſhments in another Stateof Being! On this 
our Faith depends Religion, and on Religion 


Government itſelf, We believe, nay we know, 


the Truth of all theſe Things : Shall we then 
ſuffer bold and impious Men to ſay openly, 
nay to write and to publiſh Books, affirming 
that the Scriptures are falſe and forged ; that 
we have no Souls; and that there 1s no State 
of Immortality: Conſequently, that our holy 
Religion is an Impoſition. Shall we ſuffer this, 
Gentlemen? — I am ſorry to obſerve it has 
been ſuffered ; but I hope it will be overlook- 

ed no longer. | 


Should you, Gentlemen, know of any 
Place of Public Reſort, within your Juriſdic- 
tion, where Doctrines of this Kind are pro- 
pagated, or where they are diſcourſed of 
by an ignorant Rabble, preſent it to this 

Court; 


(9) 


Court; that the growing national Evi / may 
q thereby in ſome Meaſure be fuppreſſed. 


To You, Gentlemen, are committed in 
theſe Inſtances, the Intereſts of Gop and Re- 
tgion : as in other Caſes are the Safety and the 

' Welfare of the Subject. You have engaged 
yourſelves to Gop as well as to your Country 
by a ſolemn Oath, to inquire into and pre- 
ſent all theſe Things: You have engaged 

' yourſelves to that Gop whoſe Name is blaſ- 
phemed, and to that Country, the very Foun- 
dation of whoſe Government is undermined 
by theſe Writings, to inquire into, and to 

- preſent them. Heaven knows they are ſuf- 

> fictently notorious ; and I hope you will by a 
proper Notice of them, put it into the Power 
of this Court, to puniſh thoſe who are guilty; 
under whatever Deno mination, and in what- 
ever Degree. 


| F : Tx1s, Gentlemen, is the greateſt Offence 
* againſt Gop and Religion; but there are 
others bad enough in their Kinds, and they 

are in the ſame manner under your proper 
Cognizance and Preſentment. Prophaning 
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the Name of Gop in Wantonneſs, ſwearing 
by it in idle Converſations ; and imprecating 
his Vengeance by horrible Curſes ; theſe ſhock 
the pious and decent Ear, every Day, every © 
Hour, and every where in the Streets. The 
common Offenders of this Sort You are to 
notice. 


GROSS Immoralities alſo come under 
your Cognizance, and even the abſenting too 
palpably from the Public Worſhip. The latter - 
is become ſo common, that while I wiſh to ſee 
it remedied, I almoſt deſpair of it; not know- 
ing where you could begin. 


Prophanation of the Sabbath is another 
of the groſs Offences of the preſent Time; it 


is particularly frequent among the lower Peo- 


ple, and particularly deſtructive to them in 
its Conſequences. What Criminal have we 
ſeen executed, who (when brought to a due 
Senſe of his Condition) has not begun his 
Confeſſion of Crimes with Sabbath-breaking, 
and called that the Root and Source of all? 
Gentlemen, this is under your Inquiry and 


Preſentment. I hope you will attend to it! 
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The Increaſe of Robberies, Murders, Perju- 
ries, and all that Series of Crimes, which diſ- 
tinguiſh, ſo much to its Diſtonour, the 
preſent Age, all ariſe from that Neglect, that 


Contempt of Religion, and all Things ſacred, 
which is ſo univerſal. 


Upon You, Gentlemen, devolves the Care 
of inducing a greaterRegard for theſe Things. 
Employ yourſelves ſtrenuouſly in it, I zntreat 
You; and by that prevent thoſe Robberies, 
thoſe Murders. The Serpent lies before You 
in its Egg, tis eaſily cruſhed now, tho ma- 
ture, it may be unconquerable. 


After Gop and Religion, let me intreat 
You, Gentlemen, to employ your great 
Cares in Defence of the Ring and his Govern- 
ment. If ever a Sovereign demanded the par- 
ticular Love and Eſteem of his People, it is his 
preſent Majeſty. So zealous of their Rights, 
that he never ſaw one wronged with Impu- 
nity : So tender of their Perſons, that he ne- 
ver permitted the Sentence of a Criminal to 
take Place, without Reluctance and Griet : 


The Parent ſuffered, while the Supreme 
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Judge avowed the Righteouſneſs of the De- 


cee. 


Or Offences that may be committed a- 
gainſt the King, Gentlemen, the greateſt is 
HighTreaſom. Under this Denomination falls 
the Guilt of compaſſing or imagining his 
Death, or that of his apparent Heir. The levy- 
ing War in his Dominions, the counterfeiting 
his Seals or his Coin; and the deſtroying his 
great Officers, the Lord Chancellor, the 
Judges in Office, and the reſt. 


Under the Head of Treaſon, permit me to 
mention alſo two other Crimes that equally 
fall under your Preſentment. Petit Treaſon, 
when a Wife deſtroys her Huſband, a Ser- 
vant a Maſter or Miſtreſs, or a Prieſt his 


Prelate. And Miſprifion of Treaſon, the which 


includes the counterfeiting Coin not current 
in this Kingdom, and the concealing of trea- 
ſonable Words heard in Converſation ; the 
firſt puniſhable by Death with peculiar Igno- 


miny ; and the latter, with a Forfeiture of 
Lands and Impriſonment. 


GENTLEMEN, 


( 13) 

GENTLEMEN, I am convinced that the real 
and known great Characters of his Majeſty's 
PrincipalOfficers, will make them ſacred, even 
as the Royal Perſon itſelf ; the former of the 
two other Crimes, is in its Nature fo horrible 
that I think it will not ever paſs unpuniſned; 
but the laſt, the concealing treaſonable Ex- 
preſſions, I am afraid has of late been too 
much practiſed; I hope more in other Places 
than in our kyal City: But if the leaſt Notice 
of ſuch Concealment come to your Ears, I 
intreat of You Gentlemen, for the Security 
of his Majeſty's Perſon, the Continuance of 
his moſt gracious and mild Government, 
and the Peace of your Fellow- ſubjects, that 


you will not fail to preſent it in its true 
Colours. 


Tur Laws, Gentlemen, are ſufficient to 
puniſh this and the other ſeveral Crimes. 
You are ſenſible of the Strength of thoſe 
Laws : The whole World is ſenſible of their 
Excellence ; and I doubt not but you will be- 
ſtow a particular Regard upon the bringing 
them into Execution ; for it is You chiefly 
who are to bring the Offenders to their 
Tribunal. 


AFTER 
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ArTER Your Regard to Gop and his Wor- 
ſhip, and the King and his Government, I doubt 
not but Your Attention will fall upon the 
Safety, Peace and Well-being of your Fellow- 
ſubjefs.” You will next conſider the Offences 
committed by Men againſt one another ; for 
theſe all fall under your Inquiry and Preſent- 
ment. A large Field ! A great Number and 
a great Variety of Crimes ! 


You will favour me with your Indulgence, 
while I enumerate ſome of theſe to You un- 
der certain Heads. 


Tue Injuries done of offered by one Subject 
to another, reſpect either his Perſon, his Ef- 
fects, or his Habitaticn. All theſe are in 
themſelves valuable in their ſeveral Degrees 
to every Man, Every Man has a natural 
Right to enjoy them in Security; and Law 
(enforcing and avowing that natural Right 
in theſe as in other Caſes) makes it ſacred. 


I $HALL take the Liberty of reminding 
You, Gentlemen, that the greateſt Injury 
which can be offered to the Perſon, that of 

taking 


(15) 
taking away Life, falls under your Conſide- 
ration 1n three different Lights, according to 
the Accidents or Circumſtances attending it. 
The Law has diſtinguiſhed theſe by three 


different Names; Murder, Man-/laughter, and 
 Chance-Medhey. 


Wuen the Life of another is taken away 
upon mature Deliberation and of Malice a- 
fore-thought, this is Murder, the deepeſt and 
the blackeſt of all Crimes; and there may 
be preſumed to be Malice afore-thought, 
when there was a known Hatred or Animo- 
ſity of long ſtanding between the Perſons : 
This is the great Article of Diſtinction, and 
the Aggravation of the Crime. 


Ir the Death of one Perſon be intended, 
and that of another be effected, it 1s alſo Mur 
der; as if Poiſon be laid for one, and taken by 
another : Or if in ſhooting at an Enemy, a 
Man kill a Stranger ; if a Perſon kill another 
in a Duel, there having been Time for the 
Temper to cool, that is alſo Murder: If a 
Priſoner periſh by the Severity of his Goaler, 


it is alſo in Law Murder. And in Caſe of 
al 26 Wounds, 
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Wounds, the Death is not limited to the in- 
mediate Time, but if it happen within a 
Year and a Day, under any of the afore- 
mentioned Circumſtances, the Offence is 
Murder. 


Ir a Bailiſf be killed in the lawful Execu- 
tion of his Office, that alſo is Murder; but 
not if he attempt to arreſt a Perſon unlaw- 
fully; as by forcing into his Houſe, or by 
executing his Proceſs on a Sunday. | 


MAN-SLAUGHTER depends upon a 
ſingle Accident ; 'tis when a Perſon is killed 
ſaddenly fighting in a haſty Quarrel, and 
without unfair Weapons. 


WuxN a Man is deſtroyed by perfect Ac- 
cident, without any Intention of the Mind 
to kill, then the Offence is called Chance- 
Medley. This, Gentlemen, is the Diſtinction 
when Life is taken away. A Diſtinftion. 
which the Law ſets very high; as you 
well know by the Variety of the Puniſh- 
ment: And which is indeed very great in 
Reaſon, 25 
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Tursx ſeveral Diſtinctions, Gentlemen, 
are indeed not abſolutely neceſſary for your 
Conſideration, for if a Bill of Murder be 
brought before You, and the Perſon killed, 
and the Killer be certain, you are to find the 
Bull for Murder, and not for Man-flaughter, 
-- or otherwiſe; ſo that the Fact may come 
fully before a Court and Petit Fury ; for tho' 
it may prove on a ſtricter Examination not 
to be Murder, ſhould the Perſon by your 
finding be diſcharged, he is liable to be in- 
dicted ſeven Years after for Murder ; where- 
as in the other Caſe he has a Right to 
plead, on his ſecond Arraignment, Autrefois 
acguit. 


And here I muſt obſerve to You, Gentle- 


men, that in all Caſes of Indictments You are 
do hearken only to the Evidence for the King; 


and if a probable Cauſe for Complaint appear 
before you, You are to find the Bill, and not 
to enter into the Merits of the other Side; or 
hear the Defence: And this you are always to 
obſerve, unleſs of your own Knowledge you 
have Reaſon not to give Credit to the Fact, 
or to the Witneſs before you, 
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With regard to a Perſon's Goods, the Of- 
fence lies in the taking them away, or deſtroy- 
ing them; and this, according to the Cir- 
cumſtance, bears a great Pifin ten 


Wurx the Goods of another are taken, 
and it is not from his Perſon, nor out of 
his Houſe, the Offence is Larceny ; which has 
its farther Diſtinction, according to the Va- 
lue of the Goods: When they amount to 
the Sum of 12 d. it is Grand-larceny, when 
they are under that Value, it is Petit-larceny. 
The Mercy of the Law has made a Diſtinc- 
tion in the Puniſhment, becauſe the Loſs 
is ſmaller, altho' the Crime be equal. 


 Wuen the Goods are taken from the Per- 
ſon by putting him in Fear, 'tis Robbery, a 
new Crime, and worthily diſtinguiſhed by 
an higher Puniſhment ; when they are 
taken privily tis Larceny from his rp 


Tux other Felonies, of fcaling Goods al 


of a Shop, Cattle out of Fields, and the like, 
I need not tediouſſy enumerate to You. But, 
. Gentlemen, — me to remind Vou of an 

Offence 


619) 
Offence of another Nature, which is with 
great Reaſon made Fehny by late Laws; that: is, 
Conviction upon a third Offence for ſelling 
SpirituousLiquors without a Licence; he alfo 
who ſhall reſcue a Perſon offending againſt 
theſe Laws, is guilty 1 in like manner of Felony. 


Tur Laws of England, Ae tender 
bn the higheſtDegree of the Subje&t's Security, 
have called his Houſe his Caſtle ; they make 
it ſo, and all Offences againſt thoſe Laws are 


puniſhable ſeverely. 


Ir is from this Inſtitution, that the ſteal- 
ing Goods out of a Dwelling-houſe is Felony ; 
but the Offences againſt the Habitation itſelf, 
are all underſtood. to be of an heinous Na- 
ture. They are ſo: For if we have not So- 
*carity in our Houſes, where are we to expect 
it? For this Reaſon, Gentlemen, the Laws 
are very ſevere upon thoſe Offences, which 


* | are againſt the Habitation of a Subject, and of 


be ſeveral Diſtinctions of which, if you will 
indulge me with your Patience, I will enter 
into a ſhort Enumeration. 


D 2 | Ir 


(20) 
Ik a Perſon actually break into, and enter 
a Dwoelling-bouſe 1 in the Night, with an Intent 
to commit Felony, altho the Felony be not 
committed, it is Burglary. 


Tux breaking or entering a Dwelling-bouſe 
in the Day time, or the ſtealing from thence 
without breaking, to the Value of 405. is of 
the ſame Blackneſs, in the "wy of Law and 
Reaſon. | 


| And laſtly, Gentlemen, the deſtroying 
the Houſe or other Buildings wilfully, by Fire 
or otherwiſe, is of the ſame Stamp. 


Txt Offenders in all theſe, had formerly 
the Benefit of Clergy ; but the Increaſe and 


daring Practice of them in later Times, 


have urged the CI to make ma 3 


Capital. 


Wr know the Lenity of the Britiſh GGG. 
vernment, and the Britiſh Laus: We know 


with what Backwardneſs they are brought to 


aggravate the Puniſhment of Offences: But 
we ſee alſo, Gentlemen, the Neceſſity of 
Mercy 


621) 
Mercy giving Place to Juſtice; for even under 
the preſent Force of the Laws, theſe 9 
ann ä f 


To the Crimes Thi 15007 mentioned, 
as ſubject to capital Puniſhment, I am to add 
that horrible Offence, a Rape; and that de- 
en Crime *  Sodompy. 


Or the TUBE of the Firſt, every Man 
is a Judge, who has a Daughter, a Wife, or a 
Relation that he loves; or who does but know 
the chaſte and honourable Regard the mo- 


deſt Women of Our Country pay to Innocence. 


Or the latter, we can form no Judgment; 
but Abhorrence naturally ariſes at the 
= Thought of it. It is, Gentlemen, degrading 


EY the Human Nature. Other Crimes ſet us 
uh often upon a Level with the Beaſts; but this 


ſinks us beneath them! There is not one of 
them deſcends to it; their Faults are Na- 


© tural. 


GENTLEMEN, You cannot be ignorant 
that this Crime has of late been a Reproach 


to 


I 
| | 
| 
j 


(2) 
to the Eng/i/o Name: I doubt not but You 
reverence the Beverity of the Laws of Holland 
againſt it. I grieve that thoſe of England 
(ſevere enough, for it is capital) are ſo 


| S againſt a Vigo ſo 


TT # ww 
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T INTREAT You, Gentlemen; but what 
are my Intreaties ? I adjure you by the Oath 
that You haye taken, that you inquire into 
every Offence of this Rind ſtrictly, not only 
in xeſpect to the accompliſhed Crime itſelf, 
but of thoſe leſſer Offences of the fame Na- 
ture with it, and tending to it, called, Sado- 


mitical Practices. 


1 CONJURE You, Gentlemen, as Vou re- 


ſpect the Honour of Your Country, and the | 


Dignity of Human Nature itſelf, that when- 


ever the leaſt Offence of this Stamp is brought 
to Your. Notice, You do preſent it without 


Fear or Favour ; reſpecting no Age, Funetion, 
Rank or Character. | ; 


AFTER the Enumeration of theſe Crimes 


under thar ſeveral Heads, as they will be re- 
3 tained 


Years. The Law, 3 has 
well againſt it, but from a Remiſneſs in thoſe 
RR who ſhould put that Law in Execution, the 

Crime is dreadfully common; and its Con- 


(23) 
tained beſt in Your Memories, permit tne 
Gentlemen, to enter irto the Conſideration of 
thoſe other Offences ' againſt the Welfare of 
the Subject, and thoſe Laws ſo excellently 


adapted for his Preſervation, called Miſe 
meanors. 


Tuxsx are often of a very keihons Na- 
ture, and very pernicious in their Conſe- 
quences. Therefore for the Sake of the 


Public Peace, I hope, Gentlemen, this will 


have your particular Regard. 


Ar the Head of Offenders under this 


- Denomination, ſtand thoſe Peſts of Society, 


the Receivers of flolen Goods, knowing them 


to be fulen. This Offence, Gentlemen, is 


puniſhable with Tranſportation for Fourteen 
guarded 


ſequences the moſt pernicious. Gentlemen, 


| © theſe People make Thieves; the Wretches 


> 


* 


ſteal, becauſe they know where to diſpoſe of 
what they take. 


In 
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(24). 
In the Colonres, - where a great part of the- 


white Tenants are Tranſports, Thieving 
is never heard of. Why is this? The 
Reaſon is plain, there are no Receivers. + 


I APPREHEND no Offence will fall more 
frequently or more immediately in the Way 
of Your Cognizance than this; and I am 
fure there- is no Part of your Duty, by 
which You can be more uſeful to Your 
Country, than by a conſcientious Diſcharge 
of it in this Reſpect. 


Have an Eye, Gentlemen, a watchful 
Eye, I beſeech You, on thoſe Petty Brokers, 
and thoſe Skulking Pawnbrokers, who are a 
Scandal to the ſubſtantial and honeſt Mem- 


bers of that Profeſſion; whoſe Doors are al- 
ways open to receive what they muſt know 


to be ſtolen: And who too often incite tu 


miſerable Creatures to the Crime; in which | | - f 
themſelves (while they think they run no 
Part of the Danger) have almoſt all the Pro- * 


fit. 
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UxpER Your. Preſentment - alſo fall all 


Public Cheats and Impoſtors. I beg You to 
have Compaſſion upon the unwary and 
honeſt Traders, who are the continual Prey 
of theſe Sons of Rapine. 


GENTLEMEN, Under Your Cognizance 
falls alſo every Kind of Public Nuſance, and 
that particular obvious and ſhameful Ne- 
glect in our common Pavements : This is a 
Diſhonour to Our City; and deſtructive of 
the Limbs and Lives of our Fellow-Citizens. 
Who muſt not weep to ſee an induſtrious 
Creature in his Employ fall, from a Neglect of 
others inthis Matter; and bedeprivedof a Limb 
by the Fault in a Pavement? I am ſorry to 


ſay that the Coach-ways are often worſe than 


the Foot; and I am afraid almoſt every 


Street throughout the Liberty can furniſh 
us with an Inſtance. | 


UxpER Your Preſentment alſo fall thoſe 


- deſtructive Places of Reſort, the Gaming- 
» Houſes and the Brothels, I need not repeat 


what Reaſon and Experience join to confirm, 


- that to theſe are owing half the Vices that 
E over- 
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Tuxsx tempt the unwary Youth to Idk- 
meſs ; he robs his Mafter to pay the Reckoning : 
When he is to make up his Account he dou- 
bles the Plunder, and tries his Fortune at the 
Gaming Table; and when he 1s ſtripped there, 
the Raad is his Reſource. 


GENTLEMEN, our Robberies of late, have 
all been committed by Youths ; and this is 
their Hiſtory. 


Tux Houſes are roterious enough, and | v 
intreat of You to take Cognizance of them. 
Cut off our Vices, Gentlemen, at the Root. 
You viſit no ſuch Places Yourſelves, why K. 
will you not preſerve the riſing Genera- 
tion? 


GENTLEMEN, ours is an Age that abounds 


with Crimes. You are at the Head of Thoſe 
who are to take dueand timelyCognizance of 


them; 


* 1 = 


(27) 
them; and I intreat You to-do it with Readi- 
neſs and Spirit. 


Tur Offences relating to the Courts of 
Fuftice, are of all others the moſt deſtructive; 


they attack the Force of the Laws themſelves, 


and they aim therefore to overthrow all 
peaceable Poſſeſſion of Property, and all Secu- 
rity of Perſon. The Faults of Barretry, 
Maintenance and Embracery, however little 
taken Notice of, are too common in Prac- 
tice. 


Bur thoſe Conſpiracies by which the De- 
ſtruction of private Perſons have been intend- 


ed, deſerve the moſt conſiderate Attention of 


all Mankind. 1 hope, Gentlemen, You will 


= keep for the future a watchful Eye over eve- 
ry Attempt of this Kind. 


I TREMBLE to mention the other two, 


Perjury and Forgery ; ſo frequent, fo bold and 


ſo deſperate in their Attempts, that unleſs a 
ſpeedy Check be given to them, no Man wil! 


pe able to ſay his Life, his Reputation, or his 


Fortune, are his own an Hour. 
E 2 Tus 
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Tux Reins, Gentlemen of the Grand Ju- 
ry, are in Your Hands; for nothing more 
immediately than this falls under Your 
Inquiry and Preſentment : I hope You will 
give that Check to theſe deſperate Practices, 
on which the Peace and Safety of the Subject 
does ſo immediately depend. 


AFTER theſe, Gentlemen, permit me to 
remind You of an Offence as terrible in 
its Conſequences as any of them; and 
at this Time growing to an Exorbitance, 
to which no Age or Country ever ſaw it 


f riſe. 


Tun Offence I mean is that of Libelling. 
The Liberty of the Preſs has been called, 


and it is a Great and Glorious Privilege; but, 1 


like every other good Thing, we ſee it liable td 
Abuſe ; and under that Abuſe, miſchievous 
in the ſame Proportion, in which it is capable 
of being uſeful. 


GENTLEMEN, The Britiſh Liberty has been 
accuſed, and I am afraid with ſome Degree of 
888 of growing in many reſpects to Li. 

3 cent iouſneſs. 


(29) 
centiouſneſs. It is a rank Weed that naturally 
grows upon a rich Soil; but unleſs it is rooted 
up, it will choak and ſtarve every ornamental 
and uſeful Flower. 


Ir our Liberties are in many Things car- 
ried into Licentiouſneſs, they are in none ſo 
much as this; no Eftate, no Rank is ſecure ; 
nay, in general, Eminence and Virtue are the 
Things that call its Abuſe upon the Poſ- 


ſeſſors. 


I am ſenſible that in general, Libellers, as 
they are the woyſt, ſo they are the meaneſt of 
Men. Authors of Talents or Diſtinction, will 
not condeſcend to perſonal Severity, but while 


they laſh the Vice, ſpare even the Offender. 


Theſe abuſe the Virtuous, becauſe they are 


eminent. 


GENTLEMEN, The King upon his Throne, 
nay the great Creator of Heaven and Earth, 
zs not ſecure from their Licentiouſneſs—lIn its 
greateſt Degree it ariſes to Blaſphemy, of 
which I have already ſpoken. This Libelling 
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is its ſecond Stage; and from this no Perſon is 
ſecure. 


Tu very Government is often threatned 
by it ; andin its leaſt Attacks the Character 
of private Perſons is aſſaulted. This is a 
common Concern : It is every Man's Buſi- 
neſs, for his own Sake, to ſtop fo daring an 
Evil. Every Man knows the Value of a 
Reputation, except thoſe who have none. 
Every Man muſt wiſh to ſee this Enor- 
mity prevented, and the Authors of it 
puniſhed with that Severity the Laws ap- 
point. But, Gentlemen, what others can on- 
ty with, You have in Your Power to effect: 
It is in Your Power to bring the Writers and 
the Publiſhers of Scandal to thoſe Puniſhments, 
to thoſe Whips, Imprifſonments, and Pillories, to 
which the Law dooms them for the Offence; 
and for your vn Sakes, and for the Sake of 
the Public; for private and for general Secu 
rity; for the preſerving a Reſpect to Virtue z 2 
and a Regard to that Character which ariſes * 
from Integrity, the moſt valuable of all human 
Poſſeſſions, I beg of You to bring theſe Of- 


fenders to Puniſhment. 
| IT 


© this great City. 


es. * . 
Ix would appear to a Stranger, from theſe 


Enormities, that our boaſted Laws were de- 
ficient in this Reſpect; and that in the whole 
Detail of them, there were no Penalty for anc 
of the greateſt of human Crimes. We know 
otherwiſe ; we know, Gentlemen, that our 
Laws are no more defective on this than an 
other Heads; but we know that Law is a 
dead Letter, unleſs there be Spirit, Vigilance, 


and Ræſalution, im thoſe who are to bring ut 
into Execution. 


GENTLEMEN, Vouarethe Perſons on whom 
that great and moſt important Care devalves. 
I hope theſe Requiſites to the advantageous 
and honourable Diſcharge of ſo great a Truſt 
will be found in You : And it is more than a 

it becomes no leſs than an Aflurance 
that they will, when I recallect to whom 1 
am making this Addreſs. 


I max no doubt, Gentlemen, but You 
Will diſtinguiſh Yourſelves by your Vigilance, 

* Reſolution, and Impartiality; and that Your 
Conduct will juſtly gain You the Eſteem of 


Yor 


( 32) 
You will, by a due Execution of your 
Truſt, Gentlemen, not only obtain Honour 


from your Fellru-Citigens; but, what is much 
more than all the Applauſe in the World, You 


will enſure to Yourſelves the Approbation of 
Your own Conſciences, in the Diſcharge of 


one of the moſt important Offices in the 
World. | 


GENTLEMEN, Let me finally recommend 
| it to You all to obſerve and inquire, ſo 
| far as lies in Your Way, yourſelves into 
all Offences of the Kind I have enumerated, 
: which may be committed within your Ju- 
riſdiction; and for the reſt, not to deem 
[ an Informer infamous. There is Virtue in 
| bringing Crimes to Juſtice, Unleſs they are 
brought to Your Notice, they will not be 
brought to Juſtice, nay they cannot. Then 
why ſhould the Perſon who is inſtrumen- 
tal in bringing this about, be treated as 


| if he had dene what was diſhoneſt or 4 25 i 
| bonourable ? 


GENTLEMEN, . 
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GenTLeMEN, 1 hope the injured in the 
Circumſtance juſt mentioned of Libelling, 
will now know where to apply for Redreſs; 
that the Offender may be puniſhed ; and 
the Perſon ſcandalized undeſervedly, may be, 
by Your] nterpoſition, reſtored to the Wrld's 

* good Opinion. ä 


-T FLATTER myſelf, that by Your Fi gilance 
Peace and Security will be preſerved through- . 
- out the Liberty committed to Your Care ; 
that all Scandal will be prevented, and all 
Riots fapprefied : All unlawful Afemblies, ſo 
far as poſſible, prevented: And that from 
» Your Care and Integrity, the City will enjoy 
Tanguility, and that Profperity which never 
fails to be its Attendant. 


5 GENTLEMEN, we have the Happineſs to 
live under a Sovereign, to whom the Welfare 
bis People, ſeems his own. We have the. 
=ZHappmeſs of ſeeing the great Offices in the 
Poſſeſſion of the greateſt, and what is much 
pre, the beft Perſons: this Age or Country 
hath produced. The Avenues to Juſtice are 
open; and the King is more than in Name 
me Father of his People. 
py” F THESE 


( 34 ) 


Tuxsx are the great Sources of a Nation's 
Happineſs. Let us rejoice in theſe, and ſhew 
our Gratitude by a conſcientious Diſcharge of 


our ſeveral Duties. 


For my own Part, Gentlemen, LS | 


ſuperior Abilities it may have pleaſed Heaven 


to beſtow on others, none has a deeper Senſe © 
than I have of the great Importance of the 
Magiſtracy. None can be more ſenſible that 
a ſteady Impartiality, a firm. Reſolution, and a 
Arict Attendance, are neceſſary for the Diſ- 
charge of the important Tru; or that be 
who preſumes to accept the Office, ſhould be 
a Man of Senſe, and of Integrity, a Perſon, of, 


an even and cool Temper, a Man of — I 4 


and a Gentleman, 


You ſee I have very freely declared: ay 4 
Senſe of the manner in which a Magiſtrate © 
ought to act; and of what ought to be his" 
Qualifications. As to the latter, I am yer 
ſenſible (my Enemies are not more ſenſible: 
in what an humble Rank bought'to Place my 
ſelf : But in the former (for that is in every 
Man's Power) I ſhall deſire y Conduct, whach 


(385) 
1 do molt. freely ſubmit to You and ai the 
Warld, may be tried according to = on 
2 


WIrn reſpect to Your own Duty, Gentle- 
men, I think I have (to refreſh your Memo- 
ries, rather than from the Preſumption that 
I was able to give You Information) enume- 
rated the material Points of it: And I ſhall 
not be longer tedious to You ; remembring 
thatevery Moment of Your Time I take up 
 amintedfully, is a Treſpaſs upon that Service, 
which I know You are prepares to render to 
your Country. 

® 


Ir remains Mr Higb-Conſtable, and You 
+: Gentlemen of the Canſtable Fury, that I addreſs 
1 a Wannen 


Fi | 

Im Tus (nphbthaite of Ta- Office to the Pub- 
ns Peace is hardly leſs than that of the other 
Jury, and in many Reſpects the ſame; but as 
it is not of that great Extent, a ſnorter Addreſs 
« *thay contain, what is needful for me to 
peak upon | this Subject. 

= E 2 GENTLE 
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©, GENTLEMEN, To Yoith immediately com- 

. e. the Care of the Peace. Vou have 

Power very ſufficient, and Vou have a late 

| Act of the Legiſlature 1 in your Favour, indem- 

nifying You in the Execution of Your Of- 
1 fice. 6 p - : 


| ; | * ; g 1 Oo 3 „ 1 
| Mon could not be aſked for encouraging 
Lou to diſcharge Your Duty faithfully, refo- 


OO ditely, and impartially. I hope I ſhall- ſee 
Your Conduct anſwer to the ſacred Obliga- 
f tion of Your Oath ; and to the: Protection 
1 "You receive from the Government. 


1 Bz diligent at all Times; but more than 
1 all be corefud, vitilant, and-upright on Yelr, © 
Watch Nights. It is in Your: Power td pre- 
ſerve the Peace of this City and Liberty : 1 
hope I Hall ſee it flopriſh, under Your Care. 
It is in Your. Breaſt to prevent half the NA. 
 beries and Offences that are committed in vu 
Streets, by taking up ſuſpected Perſons: I 
hope 1 Hhall ſee them refined "ou this dug Ex- 
ecution of Your Truſt. fi: H 4:50 
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| TIS” ao You fa in 4 ** Mes- 
ſure heard, what is the Duty Vour Country 
requires of You, and I hope I ſhall-be a Wit- 
neſs to Your diſcharging 1 it Ar and . 
ſcientiouſly. | 


* 
up ; 


Tur Oath which You haye 3 now 3 
is ſo admirably compoſed, that it informs You 
of. the material Parts of your Office ; 3. by that 
taking from me the Occaſion, of enumerating 
the ſeveral Particulars. But as general Forms, 
however excellent in their Nature and Con- 
ſtitution, can never be ſufficient to anſwer all 
Circumſtances that may ariſe in the Diſ- 
charge of the Duty they enjoin, 1 ſhall take 
this Opportunity of recommend to Vou 
together, what many of You, know. I have 
frequently inculcated privately; that; is, the 
great Obligation you are under, © re ring 
m Fial aid Inparti ality... 


ASI 
You are at = — 2 Heil and Source 


of many Offences, You have it in Your - ax 

er to nip them in the Bud, and by that r r* 

to prevont the fu grown Evils, ee 
n > 1 
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GENTLEMEN, I cannot help obſerving ori 
his Oceskon, that the Ahn of the Watch 
fiave been wdeotion, and that in a very par- 
Year Manner in one or two Pariſhes of this 


Tibirty. The Hiſults on Public Juſtice, and 
the Frequency of Private Injuries, cry aloud 
for Redreſs herein: And Vou are ſenſible 
of it, ſbrtie live · been a Reproach to the Of- 


Het; but I truſt that under Your Care, Inte- 
Nich, and Ciptumfpedtion, all will be remedied, 
hd chert Eftabhiſhment made as uſeful to So- 
Fly, as it ought, and as it was intended. 


GenTiamen, A great deal is in Your 
Power; for Grimin are often firſt com- 
mitted into Your Hands. Be impartial, and 
above Penality or Bribery, Enter into 
Leagues with no- particular Perſons, but 
icquit Vourſelves with a becoming Dignity, 
as well as a proper Submiſſion to the Mogiftra- 
cy, in an Office which, I aſſure You, is not 
more uſe eful than it is honourable, 


GENTLEMEN of che Grand Jury, 1 think 
I have ſo much Knowledge of Your Abilities, 


that I may confide in Your diſcreet and con- 


ſcientious 


———— 
. 


—— 


(39) 
| ſeienticus Diſcharge of Your High Duty. 
But if fram unforeſeen Circumſtances, or 
the new Face which Crimes may wear, which 
fall under Your Preſentment, any Difficulties 
occur to You in the Execution of Your Of- 
fice, I am to tell You, that upon Application 
to the Court, they will moſt readily give You 
= all the Aſſiſtance in their Power, to the full 
4 and perfect Diſcharge of Your important 
Duty. 


4 


I Am convinced You are all ſenſible, Gen- 
tlemen, how great is the Truſt committed to 
YourCharge; and that You will acquit Your- 
ſelves in the Execution of it, to the Satisfac- 
tion of the Public, and with the good Teſti- 
mony of Your own Conſciences, which is the 
greateſt Reward Virtue can receive on this 
Side the Grave, 


The | 
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The Preſentment of the Grand Fury 
of the City and Liberty of Weſtmin- 
ſter, of the Philoſophical Works of 
the late Right Honourable Henry 
St John, Lord Viſcount Boling- 
broke. | 


| E the Grand Jurors for the Liberty of 
| the Dean and Chapter of the Colle- 
giate Church of St Peter Weſtminſter, the City, 
Borough, and Town of Weſtminſter, in the 
County of Middleſex, and St Martin le Grand 
London, whoſe Names are hereunto ſubſcribed, 


being impannelled and ſworn at this general 


Quarter Seſſions of the Peace, held at the 
Town Court, near Weſtminſter-Hall, on 
Wedneſday the 16th Day of this Inſtant Oc- 
teber, before Thomas Lediard, Eſq; Chairman, 
Herry Cheere, Thomas Smith, Jacob Harvey, 
i * Milli 


(42) 
Willam Walmeſley, Thomas Bennett, Charles 
Carkeſſe, William Young, Joſeph St Laurence, 
John Machin, George Payne, Richard Manley, 
Francis Bedwell, Eſqrs; and others their fel- 
low- Juſtices of our Sovereign Lord the King» 
&c. 


\ Being ſenſible that every Inſult upon the 
Religion, is a Violation of the Laws of our 
Country; and that tho the Liberty of the 
Preſs is the diſtinguiſhed Character of Britiſb 
Freedom, yet it becomes a Nuſance when it 
is employed in propagating Licentiouſneſs of 
Principles. 


Having likewiſe, within our own Breaſts, 
the cleareſt Conviction that the Credibility of 
all Evidence in our Courts of Juſtice, depends 
upon the Belief of the Truths of Chriſtianity x 
and a future State, and that every Attempt. 
(whether made by writing, or by debating in 
public Aſſemblies, which are equally impious 
as they are illiberal) to unſettle that Belief: 
in the Minds of the People, tends to ſubvert” 
every Principle of regulated Government and 
of civil Society. 


Alarmed likewiſe, as we are, by the pre- 
valing DI of Morals, which is en- 
courag- 


(43) 
couraged, nay defended, from the Preſs, and 
convinced that the more celebrated the Name 
of an Author is, the more extenſive is the 
Miſchief which his Writings may effect, when 
employed to the Purpoſes of Irreligion ; We 
are deſirous to give this Teſtimony of. our 
Abhorrence of every Inſult upon the Maje- 
ſty of Gop, in a Country where the Majeſty 
of the King is held ſo deſervedly ſacred. 


We are ſenſible that Liberty is never ſo 
much endangered as when it is abuſed, and 
that whatever privateOpinions any Man may 
entertain, ſuch Opinions ought not to be car- 
ried into an open Contempt, and avowed In- 
fringement of the eſtabliſhed Religion; that 
is, the eſtabliſhed Laws of his Country. 


Moved by theſe, and many other Conſi- 
derations, while we cenſure the Indecency, 
we aſſert the Dignity, of the Preſs ; and by 
curbing its Licentiouſneſs, we vindicate its 
Liberty; nor can we diſcharge our Conſciences 
of the high Truſt repoſed in us, without pre- 
ſenting to the Cenſure of this Court, for the 
Sake of Prevention, as well as of Example; 


And we hereby do humbly preſent, a Book 
publiſhed in this City and Liberty; intitled, The 
3 Phi- 


(4) 
Philoſophical Warks of the late Ri gbr Honoura- 
ble HenrySt John, Lord Viſcount Bolingbroke, 
in'five Volumes, tending by the general Scope 
of ſeveral Pieces therein contained, as well ag 
many particular Expreſſions which have been 
laid before us, to the Subverſion of Religion, 
Government and: Morality, and being againſt 
his Oy 8 Peace. 


And we do. farther preſent David Mallet, 
Eg; as the Editor, and Dr Morris, of Stable 
Yard, Rider- Street, MWeſiminſter, as Publiſher 
of the faid Book. 


12 L. Perrin, Tho. Ludford, 
Tho. Payne, William Guthrie, 
Richard Ford, Da. Adamſon, 85 
Peter Hemet, John Atkinſon, _ 
ohr Bateman, William Wray, 
Andrew Regnier, William Cripps, 


Wm Alex. Dodd, John Edmonſon. 


